
In addition to case law, the Shepard’s Citations Service covers a wide spectrum of primary and secondary sources:

• United States Code • Statutes from all 50 states
• Regulations, including the Code of Federal Regulations • U.S. and state constitutional provisions
• Court rules, including the Federal Rules • Annotations
• Law review articles • Individual U.S. patents

Shepard’s is used in two
important ways:
1. As a finding tool
Use Shepard’s early in your research process — as soon as
you’ve discovered an on-point case or statute — to find other
relevant authorities.

2. As a validation tool
A court may find reasons to distinguish, criticize, limit or even
overrule an earlier decision. A new statute or regulation can impact
the continuing validity of a legal authority. Before you rely on a legal
authority to support your argument, use Shepard’s to
be absolutely sure of current precedential value.

Getting Started with Shepard’s Citations
Service
1. Go to www.lexis.com.
2. Click the Shepard’s tab.
3. Type your citation in the open field.
4. Click the radio button for Shepard’s for Validation (KWIC™)

or Shepard’s for Research (Full).
5. Click Check to process your request.
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Shepard’s® Citations Service on LexisNexis™

Change viewing format and/or display options.

Tells you what treatment is indicated.

See where and how your case has been cited,
and specify available restrictions.

Narrow search results for particular points of
law or fact patterns.

View the full text of the case.

See subsequent treatment of authorities.

See key references at a glance.

Hide or Show history status of citing references.

Click the checkbox to designate that reference
to print, download, fax, or e-mail.

Click on the underlined case name to see the
full text of the case.

Display a list of all Shepard’s Signal™ indicators
and definitions.

Move easily among references using the
Navigation Bar.
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At A Glance



At-A-Glance
Shepard’s® Citations Service

Editorial Analyses
The following list includes some of the most commonly used Shepard’s editorial analysis codes. For complete lists, consult on-screen
information or the tables of abbreviations in print.

Cases

Print Electronic Definition

a Affirmed On appeal, reconsideration or rehearing, the citing case affirms or adheres to the case you are researching in Shepard’s.

c Criticized The citing case disagrees with the reasoning/result of the case you are researching in Shepard’s, although the citing
court may not have the authority to materially affect its precedential value.

d Distinguished The citing case differs in a significant way from the case you are Shepardizing ™.

e Explained The citing case interprets or clarifies the case you are researching in Shepard’s in a significant way.

f Followed The citing case relies on the case you are researching in Shepard’s as a controlling or persuasive authority.

L Limited The citing case restricts the application of the case you are researching in Shepard’s, finding that its reasoning
applies only in specific, limited circumstances.

m Modified On appeal, reconsideration or rehearing, the citing case modifies or changes in some way, including affirmance in
part and reversal in part, the case you are researching in Shepard’s.

o Overruled The citing case expressly overrules or disapproves all or part of the case you are researching in Shepard’s.

q Questioned The citing case questions the continuing validity or precedential value of the case you are researching in Shepard’s
because of intervening circumstances, including judicial or legislative overruling.

r Reversed On appeal, reconsideration or rehearing, the citing case reverses the case you are Shepardizing.

Statutes and Regulations

Print Electronic Definition

A Amended The citing reference, typically a session law or other record of legislative action, or a record of administrative action,
amends or alters the statute, regulation or order you are researching in Shepard’s.

C Constitutional The citing case upholds the constitutionality of the statute, rule or regulation you are researching in Shepard’s.

i Interpreted The citing opinion interprets the statute, rule or regulation you are researching in Shepard’s in some significant way,
or Construed often including a discussion of the statute’s legislative history.

R Repealed The citing reference, typically a session law or other record of legislative action, repeals or abrogates the statute you
are researching in Shepard’s.

U Unconstitutional The citing case declares unconstitutional the statute, rule or regulation you are researching in Shepard’s.

Va Valid The citing case upholds the validity of the statute, rule or regulation or order you are researching in Shepard’s.

V Void or Invalid The citing case declares void or invalid the statute, rule, regulation or order you are researching in Shepard’s because it
conflicts with an authority that takes priority.
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